surgery. Each chapter is organized by procedures for a specific area of the body. The chapter then presents the details of the procedure, including the step-by-step description, as well as various pitfalls that may be encountered.
Another very useful aspect of this text is the on-line access to the entire text and images. This is especially useful for a resident or attending surgeon who is in the hospital and has time between cases to refresh and review the anatomy and the surgical approach prior to a procedure.
The majority of the images in the book are relevant and easy to understand; however, there are some in which the details are difficult to see. They could be improved, specifically those in the laparoscopy section, which could also benefit from additional photographs, and even videos. Because of costs, the publisher might resist the addition of videos, but these could be available on-line to purchasers of the text.
Another area that I believe could be improved is the section on instruments. The addition of this chapter was a great idea, but the text needs more information and expansion. For the resident especially to be able to learn the names and uses of the various instruments could be helpful in preparation for the operating room.
Overall, this is a well conceived and useful textbook. It helps fill a void in surgical educational by combining the factual information of a traditional surgical textbook with the descriptive anatomy and visual aids of a surgical atlas. I highly recommend this text to practicing general surgeons in any area of the world. It will be particularly useful for residents and fellows. I look forward to the authors' continuing to expand and enhance further editions of this valuable book.
